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Purpose of the Report

1. This report seeks to highlight an emerging issue with a section of roadway at Chard 
Business Park, outline the potential implications of the issue and identify the 
potential costs involved. The paper also seeks approval to progress preliminary 
investigation works to identify the full extent of the works required.

Forward Plan 

2. This report appeared on the District Executive Forward Plan with an anticipated 
Committee date of 3rd September 2020.  

Public Interest

3. This is an urgent report generated in response to an emerging issue concerning 
the condition of the roadway at Chard Business Park.

Recommendations

4. It is recommended that the District Executive committee:-

i. Approve the preliminary investigation works to the roadway to establish a full 
scope and cost of works required. The preliminary investigation works will be 
undertaken by external consultants with a maximum anticipated cost of £7,000 
excluding VAT. To be funded from General Reserves.

Background

5. The construction of Chard Business Park was a joint venture between SSDC and 
The Blackburn Trust, that was undertaken in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. The 
trust represented the estate of a major local landowner and worked jointly with 
SSDC to set out the plan for the business park and adjacent residential area.

6. SSDC were granted an interest in the business park in exchange for an undertaking 
to construct the roadways and footways and have these adopted by the County 



Council in due course. A legal agreement was signed by both parties to ensure that 
this obligation was complied with.

7. The Blackburn Trust submitted a planning application in 2018 for a major residential 
development adjacent to the business park on farm land still within the trusts 
retained estate. A decision on this application which seeks to provide 295 homes 
plus football pitch facilities is expected shortly. (18/04057/OUT)

8. The proposed development takes all vehicle access from Thorndun Park Drive, 
over an existing short spur road.

9. During the course of the application a dialogue was opened between the applicant 
and Somerset County Council over the status of the spur road. It appears that 
although SSDC were able to construct and secure the adoption of the main 
roadway through the business park (Thorndun Park Drive) the other estate roads 
(including the spur road) were not formally adopted at the same time but the 
undertaking and obligation remains.

10. The Property Team were contacted by the Blackburn Trust in May 2020 when the 
unadopted road was raised and is now required for the new development to 
proceed as a condition of the application. A review of the records from the time 
revealed that the estate roads were suitable for the industrial and business uses 
but not suitable for adoption at that time.  As the ‘phase 2’ development was not 
forthcoming and the roadway served only two industrial units and a farm access 
the matter was not considered further.

11. As the new development takes all its vehicle access over this short spur road the 
County Council have requested that the construction improvements to adoptable 
standards of the spur road form one of the planning conditions for the new 
development.

12. The Blackburn Trust have reminded SSDC that the obligation to have the road 
adopted has not yet been complied with. The roadway is now in poor condition so 
many years on and will require works to reach an adoptable standard.

13. This report seeks approval from District Executive to commit to £7,000 of 
expenditure to enable preliminary investigation works to be undertaken. This 
investigation will allow for a full scope of works to be established and costed so 
that a further report can be taken to District Executive to deal with the funding of 
required reconstruction works.

14. To date we know that the roadway will need resurfacing and that the street lighting 
will need to be renewed. The investigation works will include taking core samples 
of the road base construction and detailed CCTV surveys of the drainage system. 
Should a full reconstruction be required it is envisaged that the works would come 
at a substantial cost. This cost will be reviewed in light of the findings of the 
investigation works and District Executive will be updated accordingly.



Financial Implications

15.The cost of undertaking the work required to bring the roadway up to an adoptable 
standard is likely to be significant and as no detailed costings have been 
undertaken to date, no budget allowances have been made at present. 

16.Once adopted SSDC will no longer be responsible for maintaining and repairing 
this section of road, so there will be a small reduction in our future maintenance 
liabilities. Other minor roads on the estate remain unadopted and within SSDC 
ownership, so an ongoing maintenance liability would remain for the wider estate.

Risk Matrix
 
The risk matrix shows risk relating to the Corporate Plan headings. 
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Categories Colours (for further detail please refer to 
Risk management strategy) 

R - Reputation High impact and high probability
CpP - Corporate Plan Priorities Major impact and major probability
CP - Community Priorities Moderate impact and moderate probability
CY - Capacity Minor impact and minor probability
F - Financial Insignificant impact and insignificant probability

Council Plan Implications 

This matter does not form part of the Council’s Priority Plan, however a large 
unbudgeted expenditure may impact the delivery of other plan projects.

Carbon Emissions and Climate Change Implications 

There are no direct carbon emission and climate change implications arising from this 
report.



Equality and Diversity Implications

There are no direct equality and diversity implications arising from this report.

Privacy Impact Assessment

No impact arising from this report.

Background Papers – Appendix 1 photos



Appendix 1
Photos showing roadway condition



Roadway highlighted pink below, showing relationship to new development.


